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SIN OFFERING:  (Sin offering translates as purification, sin, miss the mark) 
- First Offering without Sweet Savor 
- Restoration of Fellowship for a Sinner 

Category 
Offering 

Offender / 
Scripture 

Offering 
Elements 

Duties of the 
Offerer 

Priestly Duties  
 

Where How / Blood Applied Offering of Flesh 

Blood Taken 
into Holy Place 
(Lev. 6:30) 

Anointed Priest 
Lev. 4:3-12 
 

young 
bullock 
without 
blemish 

- Bring to the door 
of the tabernacle  

- lay his hand 
upon head, 
(elders in the 
case of the whole 
congregation) 

- kill the bullock 
before the 
LORD.  

– bring blood to 
tabernacle  

– Apply Blood 
– Burn Offering on 

Brazen Altar and 
outside the 
camp 

Dip Finger in Blood 
– Sprinkle 7X before the veil in 

front of Holy of Holies 
– Put on horns of altar of incense 
Pour 
– All Remaining at the bottom of 

the altar of the burnt offering 

On Altar of Burnt Offering: 
– Fat covering and upon the inwards, 
– Two kidneys and fat on them 
– Caul above the liver 
In Clean Place Outside of Camp (where ashes 
dumped) burn on Wood: 
– Skin, all his flesh including head, legs, inwards, 

and dung 
– Not to be eaten (Lev. 6:30) 

Whole 
Congregation 
Lev. 4:13-21 

Blood Not 
Taken into 
Holy Place 
 

Ruler 
Lev. 4:22-26 

Male kid of 
the goats 
without 
blemish 

- Bring to the door 
of the tabernacle  

- Confess 
- lay his hand 

upon head,  
- kill the sacrifice 

before the 
LORD. 

- bring blood to 
tabernacle  

- Apply Blood 
- Burn Offering on 

Brazen Altar  

Dip Finger in Blood 
– Put on horns of altar of burnt 

offerings 
Pour 
– All remaining blood at the bottom 

of the altar of the burnt offering 

On Altar of Burnt Offering: (Sweet Savor Lev. 4:31) 
- Fat upon and covering inwards, 
- Two kidneys and fat on them, 
- Caul above the liver  
- Fat on the leg 
- Whole rump / tail also for Lamb b/c fatty 
Priest to Eat in Holy Place: (Lev 6:26,29) 
- Officiating priest to eat 
- Every male priest to eat 

Common 
People 
Lev. 4:27-35; 

Female from 
the flock, a 
lamb or a kid 
of the goats 
(See NOTE) 

Typology Focus is on the sinner – not specific sin, but sin nature 
Anointed priest – Heb 7:28 (causes people to sin) 
NOTE: Leviticus 5:1-14 is called both a sin offering 
and a trespass offering.  The offering is graduated 
depending on the poverty of the individual.  Here, 
since the focus is on the offender in general only one 
offering is mentioned. 

Blood brought closer to God when the nature of the sinner 
are more closely identified with Him.  (James 3:1-2)  

7X sprinkled on veil = perfect atonement – tore the veil in 
two when completed. The veil is Christ’s flesh (Heb 
10:20; Mt 27:51) 

On horns of altar of incense – blood must cover even the 
power of our prayers (Rev 8:3-4) 

Sprinkling not thrown (deliberate yet compassionate)   

Clean Place = Taken Outside the Camp when the 
camp itself was unclean (Heb 13:12) 

Skin and dung offered – shows the demand of the law 
– all consuming punishment. 

God’s portion (Lev. 4:35) and priests portion are the 
same as in the Peace Offering (shows fellowship is 
restored – 1 John 2:1-2) In the absence of the 
symbol of restored fellowship, forgiveness is directly 
declared (Lev. 4:20) 

 
Law of the Priests: (Leviticus 6:24-30) 
Holy Offering: Killed in same place as the Burnt Offering. Everything touching was holy.  Blood on garment to be washed in holy place.  Earthen vessels were to be broken.  Brazen pots 
scoured and rinsed.  All male priests to eat. 
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SIN OFFERING:   
 
Main Points: 

1. Makes known Sins of Ignorance:  Sins of ignorance are not just sins of omission, but acts committed by ignorance, unintentionally, by weakness, or where guilt is not realized at 
time:  See Ps 19:12, Josh 20:3; Deut 19:4, Heb 5:2.  This offering did not cover high-handed or presumptuous sins (Num. 15:30-31).  For those sins, the individual was cut off 
(Heb 10:26-31). 

2. Blood Brought Closer for Greater Offenses.  When the priest sinned, the offense was as if all the congregation sinned for the priests bore the iniquity of the congregation (Num 
18:1).  This showed that this sacrificial system was imperfect (Heb 7:26-28) and only pointed to the perfect, sinless High Priest – Christ Jesus.  Because the rulers had greater 
responsibility as public leaders of the people, their sin had greater effects.  As in James 3:1-2, a teacher or ruler may teach many to sin by their example.   

3. Fellowship Restored – Restored fellowship is shown by either God’s portion or the priest’s portion being handled as the peace offering (1John 2:1-2).  By eating, the priest bore 
the iniquity of the people and showed fellowship restored (Lev 10:17-20). In like manner, the priests of the New Covenant, those who are spiritual and holy, are to bear each 
other’s burdens and restore our brothers and sisters unto God and the congregation (Gal 6:1-2).   

4. Sin Fully Punished - When the anointed priest or the congregation sinned, the exceeding sinfulness of sin was shown after restoration by the burning outside of camp.  This is so 
that we might see the fullness of our wretchedness (Rom 7:28) and of Christ’s sacrifice. 

 
WHAT TO SEE:   
1 John 1 and 2 closely parallel the offerings.  The sweet savor offerings (1 John 1:5-10) are given to keep us from sinning, but if we sin, there is atonement for our sin in the perfect offering 
of Jesus Christ (1 John 2:1-2, 2 Cor 5:21) as shown by the sin offering.  The Law makes known sin (Romans 7:7, 11, 24).  It shows us our sinful nature and our need for atonement.  Sin is 
not just for bank robbers and prostitutes, but sin is present in everyone’s very nature.  While the trespass offering is a special kind of sin offering atoning for specific sins, the sin offering 
atones for the individual himself.  Penance will not do it; we must have justification through Christ, our Substitute.  Though the Old Covenant sin offering had to be offered many times, Christ 
offered once and then sat down having perfected forever them that are sanctified (Heb 10:8-18). 
 
Odds and Ends:   
Distinction between “sin” and “sins” or “trespasses” – We are to pray to forgive our sins/ debts/ trespasses (Luke 11:4, Matthew 6:12-15).  These are specific wrongs committed after we are 
saved.  However before we are saved the problem is not sins, but sin that is to say the sin nature (i.e. dead nature is the issue in Eph 2:1).  While the sin nature and sins are distinct, they 
are inseparably connected.  We commit sins because of our sin nature, but the individual sins are distinct from the source of sin.  
Outside the Camp – The sin offering was offered in the same place as where red heifer was offered (Num 19) and where the ashes of the burnt offering were carried.  In Jerusalem, this was 
the Mount of Olives, the place so frequently visited by the Lord. 
In Christ’s crucifixion, the elders of the people called for His blood to be upon them (Mt 27:25), but did not lay on hands (accept His substitution), therefore they did not receive the 
atonement. 
 


