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TRESPASS OFFERING:  (trespass translates as guilt, trespass, or reparation) 
- Second Offering Without Sweet Savor   
- Atonement for Particular Sins 

Type of Trespass / Scripture Offering Elements Duties of Offerer Priestly Duties  Examples / Typology  
Sins of Inadvertency  
1. Sin of silence 

Hear voice of swearing (in court) and not tell 
all the truth 

2. Sin of defilement 
Contact with anything unclean whether it be 
dead or issue of person, even if unknown. 

3. Sin of Swearing Rashly 
Blabbing lips and not even realizing what you 
are committing yourself to. 

Lev. 5:1-13 
 

Female, lamb or kid 
of the goats 
Lev. 4:27-35; 5:6 

- Confess  
- Bring offering to the 

priest 
(as in the sin offering) 

- bring blood to tabernacle (as sin 
offering) 
- Apply Blood upon Brazen Altar 
- Burn Offering on Brazen Altar 
- Make atonement concerning sin 

Sins 
Voice of swearing in Prov 29:24, Lord’s 

example in Mt 26:63 
Defilement –Isa 6:5; wash feet – John 13:5-10 
Secret sin- Psa 19:12 and Heb 3:13 
Swearing Rashly – Focus thoughtless oaths to 

do anything - prating - Eccl 5:2-6;  Mt 5:33-
37; James 3. 

Glory to God in Confession –Josh 7:19-20  
Offerings 
Female: sign of sins of weakness 
Turtledove in sin offering: sin separates us 

from God, but does not divide the Head 
(Christ) from His body ( church) 

Omer – daily bread (Ex 16:16) 

two turtledoves or 
young pigeons  
Lev. 5:7-10 

- Confess  
- Bring offering to the 

priest 
 
 

1) One as sin offering: wring off his 
head, but not divide; apply blood to 
sides of Altar of Burnt Offering, pour 
out rest at base  
2) One as burnt offering 
Make atonement – it is forgiven 

Fine flour (No oil or 
frankincense) 
Lev. 5:11-13 

- Confess  
- Bring for 1/10 ephah 

(one omer) of fine 
flour to the priest 

Take his handful as memorial, and 
burn it on the altar. 
Make atonement, it shall be forgiven 
Remnant is priests (as meat offering) 

Sin of Ignorance In holy things of the Lord  
Fraud upon God in material things due to God 
by law, or by vow 

Lev. 5:14-16 

- Ram without blemish  
- Estimate of amount 
in shekels of silver*, 

- Plus 1/5 additional 

- Make amends for the 
harm done 

- Bring to the priest:  

– make an atonement for him with 
the ram 

– it shall be forgiven him. 

Examples are eating firstfruits or shearing 
firstborn sheep (Lev 27:31-32; Deut 15:19, Ex 
34:26) – see Malachi 3:8-12 
Christ is ram out of flock Psa 89:19 

Sin of Ignorance In holy things of the Lord  
Fraud upon God by breaking commandment 
towards Him unknowingly   

Lev. 5:17-19 

- Ram without blemish  
- Estimate of amount 
in shekels of silver* 

- Bring to the priest:  Make atonement concerning his 
ignorance wherein he erred and wist it 
not, and  
it shall be forgiven him 

Limited knowledge or questionable sin against 
God. (Rom 14:22-23) 
See Paul’s confession in 1 Tim 1:13. 
Principle shown in Luke 12:48 

1. Deceit in entrusted materials 
Fraud in managing items 

2. Deceit in fellowship:  
Fraud in dealings or partnerships  

3. Taken away by violence  
Private extortion or power over weak in deals 

4. Deceived his neighbor 
Deceitful oppression, terror, overworking, etc 

5. Detaining what is found, and denying it 
“Finders keepers, losers weepers” 

Lev. 6:1-7 

- the principal plus 1/5  
- Ram without blemish 
out of the flock 

- Restore principle 
plus 1/5 to whom it 
belongs 

- Bring offering unto 
the LORD, unto the 
priest: 

Make an atonement for him before 
the LORD:  
It is forgiven him for any thing of all 
that he hath done. 
 

Transgressions against fellow man: 
1.  Entrusted Materials – example in 2 Kgs 
6:5, fulfillment in 2 Tim 1:12;  
2. Fellowship – see Prov, 20:14 vs good 
example in Gen 23:3-16 
3. Violence – see Naboth 1 Kgs 21:2 
4. Oppression such as Deut 23:24 
Principle of 1 John 4:20-21, Matthew 5:38-42, 
and Luke 3:8-14 shown.  See Acts 5:1-11 too. 
5.  For outright theft restitution due is greater: 
(Ex 22:1-9) 

*It is unclear whether the ram was to be estimated at the value defrauded, or an additional offering was to be brought at the estimated value, however it seems to be the latter. 
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TRESPASS OFFERING:   
 
Law of the Priests: (Leviticus 7:1-7) 
Trespass offering to be as holy as sin offering an to resemble it in many respects.  It is killed in the same place, and the blood is sprinkled on the Altar of Burnt Offering.  God’s 
portion – burnt portion - is the same as the sin offering and peace offering (fat upon and covering inwards, the two kidneys and fat on them, the caul above the liver, fat on the leg, 
whole rump / tail also for sheep b/c fatty).  Priests (all males) are to eat of it in the holy place to show its holiness and that atonement has been given.   
 
Main Points: 

1. Sins of Ignorance: As in the sin offering - Not just sins of omission, but acts committed by ignorance, unintentionally, by weakness, or where guilt is not realized at time:  
Does not cover high-handed or presumptuous sins (Num. 15:30-31) for these sins, the individual was cut off (Heb 10:26-31). 

2. Overlap of Sin Offering and Trespass Offering: The Offering in Lev. 5:1-13 is called both a sin offering and a trespass offering.  This shows that while there is a 
distinction between our sin nature and our sins, that line is often difficult to distinguish.  We sin because we are sinners, and we are sinners because we sin. The 
trespass offering, in its pure form (Lev 5:14-6:7) deals with what we have done versus what we are. 

3. Sin Always Costs:  God gave concessions for the poor, but all showed that sin calls for the loss of life.  Even in the offering of fine flour, the offerer had to fast and give 
his daily bread – the representation of his life. Christ’s atonement gained more than Adam lost.  Where sin abounded, grace did much more abound (Rom 5:20). 

4. Restitution: Restitution is evidence of true repentance (Mt 3:8; 5:23-24).  We cannot repay Christ for what he has already done (as in penance) (2 Cor. 5:19, Eph 2:1, 4-
5; Col 2:13), but we must repay others the debts we owe others. 

5. Differences in known or unknown sin: The difference between the two trespass offerings in holy things of the Lord seems to be clear recognition of a wrong.  Note 
that regardless, the offering was provided for conscience sake – only the additional fifth part changes.    

6. Fifth Part: The first mention of the fifth part is in the context of the great famine throughout Egypt and the world (Gen 41 and 47).  In Gen 41:45, Joseph was called 
Zaphnathpaaneah which has been interpreted to mean “Savior of the world” or “Preserver of Life” (see Gen 45:5).  In this office, the people first gave their money (Gen 
47:14), then their cattle (vs. 15-17), then their lands and their own selves in slavery (vs. 18-20).  Only the priest’s inheritance was not gained in this way (vs. 22).  Thus, 
the Israelites saw the fifth part as a token that all really belonged to the other party (implied by Lev 27:14-16).  In like manner, Christ is our trespass offering, but we 
cannot repay the fifth part.  Thus, we owe God everything, not out of a free gift, but of debt (Rom 8:12-13, 13:8).  This gives meaning to Paul’s claim: “I am debtor both to 
the Greeks, and to the Barbarians; both to the wise, and to the unwise.” (Rom 1:14)  The inheritance of the service of God (the priest’s portion) shall be rewarded if we 
give our service willingly, but if not done willingly we still are debtors to go (1 Cor 9:16-23). 

7. God’s Economy Differs From This World’s Economy: Proverbs 14:9: “Fools make a mock at sin [literally trespass offering]: but among the righteous there is favour.”  
The world says, “A ram is expensive.  If I can get away with a sin, why not?”  The righteous think less of this world’s wealth than the wealth of the world to come.  Our 
business world is filled with greed, selfishness, cheating, and ripping others off.  A Christian should stand out by caring for their customer as themselves, and even 
suffering for the others’ good in necessary.  According to Ephesians 4:28, if we are walking in the new man, we will work to give to those we once stole from. 

 
WHAT TO SEE:  Christ was wounded for our transgressions as well as our sin! (Isa 53:5,10)  Sin is the transgression of the law; “And ye know that he was manifested to take 
away our sins; and in him is no sin.” (1 John 3:5).  When we sin, we need to ask forgiveness specifically – for Christ not only died for our sin nature, but bore the punishment for 
each individual sin.  Sin is shown in this offering to be not loving God with all heart, mind, and soul, or not loving your neighbor as yourself.  The trespasses examined here are not 
blatant ones, or ones which we necessarily even know we are committing.  Nevertheless we need atonement for them through Christ, the chosen Ram out of the flocks.  We also 
need the exhortation (advice, encouragement) of fellow Christians because sin is so deceitful (Heb 3:13).  The sin offering deals with our sinful nature while the trespass offering 
our sinful deeds.   Because Christ has paid the penalty for sin in our place, we owe Him everything as bondservants. 
 
Odds and Ends:  Based on Num 5:6-8, if restitution cannot be made to individual, then to be made to nearest kinsman.  If no kinsman, then to be made to God through priest.  
This is because a sin against one’s neighbor is also a sin against God. 
Zacchaeus (in Luke 19:8) shows his repentance and his recognition of the depth of his transgressions (Lev 6:1-7) by giving the part owed if he had stolen the goods (fourfold - 
Exodus 22:1) rather than the part demanded by the law (fifth part).   Christ, the Great High Priest, gives the declaration of forgiveness (as with each variations of the trespass 
offerings) showing that his faith in God to deliver Him was not misplaced. 


